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Board Minutes
The New Academy Charter School

Minutes of the general meeting of the Board of Directors of The New Academy Charter
School held on September 16, 2020.

I. The telephonic meeting was called to order by Mr. William Nunn. Mr. Dan
McCann, Mr. Bob Grochowski, Representative Joseph Preston, Mr. David
Caliguiri and Ms. Susan Creighton participated.

II. In accordance with applicable law, Notice of Publication of the meeting was
advertised in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette on February 7, 2020 and the meeting
was conducted at the 900 Agnew Road facility.

III. Comments were requested from the public but there were none.

IV. Minutes from the meetings of June 17, 2020, June 25, 2020 and August 18, 2020
were reviewed and approved.

V. Financial Report

Mr. Robert Grochowski reported that the audit for the year ended June 30, 2020
was underway. He indicated that there were no issues thus far. He also indicated
that the Charter revenue was higher due to retroactive rate increases and it was
anticipated that there would be a positive net revenue at year end of June 30,
2020. Mr. Grochowski then indicated that enrollment for the new academic year
was slightly under budget.

VI. Report of Executive Director

Mr. Bill Styche reported that the New Academy Charter School began the 2020-
21 school year in an all virtual learning environment, with the first day of school
being August 24, 2020 for 8th graders and all other grades followed on the 25th.
He indicated that all students had been given a computer with the ability to
participate with internet access and that all students could have both a
synchronous and asynchronous learning experience. He further reported that
teachers will utilize the Schoology platform and that students are required to log
in daily to a homeroom period to satisfy attendance requirements. He also
indicated that all students will continue to receive a lunch delivered to their door
for the entire school week.

Mr. Styche reported that the school enrollment is 121 students, of which 83 are
residing in the Pittsburgh Public School District. He also indicated that the
special education enrollment is 60, of which 42 reside in Pittsburgh Public. He
further reported the breakdown of students below:
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Grade 8 1
Grade 9 20
Grade 10 31
Grade 11 36
Grade 12 33

Mr. Styche reported that On June 24, 2020, the Pittsburgh Public School Board
unanimously approved a renewal of the charter, subject to the new contract
addressing several issues including standardized test results and the ability to
show student growth.

Mr. Styche then reported that since the pandemic, several grants have been
available to schools throughout Pennsylvania and that in addition to grants, the
school continues to receive regular allocations as in past school years. See below:

Title I $60,879 Curriculum Enrichment
School Improvement $75,000 Student & Staff Support
Title IV Part A $10,000 Student Enrichment
Title II Part A $ 6,628 Professional Development
COVID-19 Grant $69,799 School & Safety
COVID-19 Grant $20,201 School & Safety
COVID-19 Grant $26,000 School & Safety
COVID-19 Grant $23,300 School & Safety

Mr. Styche also indicated that some of the funds would be utilized to prepare the
school for in-person instruction and that thus far, masks, face shields, touchless
faucets, touchless water filling stations, signage, gloves, foggers, and an
automated temperature screening kiosk have been purchased.

He also reported that The New Academy Charter School was recruiting new staff.

VII. Legal

Mr. Norris reported there were no new claims. He then discussed Title IX
Regulations.

VIII. New Business

It was then noted that Mr. Styche was retiring as Executive Director. The Board
thanked him for his many years of service and wished him well. The appointment
of Ms. Kristen Harpster as the new Executive Director succeeding Mr. Styche was
then discussed and approved. It was also noted that Ms. Jamie Hopkins was also
approved as the new Principal.

The next meeting is to be held on December 9, 2020.
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VIV. Adjournment

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made, seconded, and approved
unanimously.


